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Seminar Title:

“Dialogue and

| collaboration In
= future-focused
| — education.”

Dr. Imogen \\
Casebourne

Baghdad Time GMT+3

University of Session1: | Time:
Cambridge 17 MAY 2023 | 14:00 - 14:50

We live in a world in which the future appears increasingly uncertain. Young people especially face a world in which the future
of work appears to be rapidly changing as a result of new technologies such as Al, while at the same time the climate crisis
brings a huge set of challenges. We should ask ourselves what are the skills that we should be teaching to this generation
and how such skills might be integrated into teaching and into the curriculum. For example, it will be increasingly important
to equip young people with the skills to learn to solve problems collaboratively. Additionally, at such a time it is vital to equip
young people to creatively imagine possible and preferable futures and nurture an understanding that it is possible to take
action today to steer a course toward preferable futures. This talk will discuss future skills, futures thinking techniques that can
be taught to young people, how young people might learn to solve problems in groups (learning to learn together) and the
role of teacher inquiry in identifying new ways to teach such skills.
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Baghdad Time GMT+3

Session 2: | Time:
17 MAY 2023 | 15:00 - 15:50

This session looks at Industry needs and also Industries responsibilities as an employer, it is critically important that employers
attract individuals with the right skills and on the flip side provide desirable job opportunities, successful businesses listen to
what the young people want from their future employers.
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1€ cter? The 1l Principles Framework for Schools, published by Character.
org, is an € ‘ of character. As a central perspective, this framework states that
h t
character 7 -
o
A comprehensive and sustained c & e must involve all educational community members and be woven into all

aspects of school culture, teaching, and learning. The word character refers to a broad range of core values and principles that
shape a person’s deeply held priorities and beliefs, but more importantly, their consistent decisions and actions. These virtues
and principles illuminate our common humanity and transcend religious, cultural, or ethnic differences. The 11 Principles, based
on evidence and best practices, provide a pathway for schools to articulate and develop a culture of character.
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Session 3: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 10:00 - 10:50

Generation Z is the most significant generational shift so far. They are different to what has come before, and for good reason.
The challenges they have inherited are incredibly difficult, but they are also well placed to overcome them.

Former secondary school headteacher and Gen Z expert Alex Atherton will identify their key characteristics, and the actions
which leaders and organisations can take not only to survive but ensure future prosperity. This includes for educators who
need to rethink the education system to ensure it remains relevant and engaging.
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Session 3: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 10:00 - 10:50

iental impact of defence mechanisms on the psychological and emotional health
of 50 school children (from grac . 25 males and 25 ladies between the ages of 16 and 18 would be the participants.
Through the use of questionnaires containing 20 items, the usage of mature and immature defence mechanisms will be
evaluated. According to the Freudian concept of the human psyche, “the mentaliceberg metaphor of the human mind,” says that
it is divided into three parts: conscious (thoughts, perceptions), subconscious (memories, stored knowledge), and unconscious
(fears, violent motives, unacceptable sexual desires, irrational wishes, selfish needs, immoral urges). Defense mechanisms
are employed to reduce the ongoing conflict between the id and superego. There are almost ten mature (adaptive) and
ten immature (maladaptive) defence mechanisms. Psychodynamic therapists believe that it is very important for a human
to orient themselves to their unconscious processes, ds the recognition and identification of these processes help improve
self-awareness and give insight into our behaviours. If the person is overusing the defence mechanisms, it may hinder their
ability to confront their feelings and emotions. It affects the most when people don’t want to face reality and instead rely only
on defence mechanisms, which results in depression, anxiety, alcohol abuse, vaping, eating disorders, personality disorders,
technological addiction, exposure to excessive social media, detachment from primary caregivers, etc.
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Session 4: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 11:00 - 11:60

This semi , ounder, Raquel Noboa, sharing her own green journey, from climate
anxiety to inte

The seminar will explore s erent ¢ inabilit themes necessary in education, developing different levels of green skills
for curriculums, how small actions imp ented by many can make a difference and culminating with the Sustainable
development goals looking after People, Planet and Profit.

While environmental sustainability is the overarching theme of the seminair, it will also explore social justice as a vehicle to
support climate action, how humans partake in behavioural change and what personal responsibility means for climate
action.
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Cambridge University Session 4: | Time:
Press & Assessment 18 MAY 2023 | 11:00 - 11:50

In this session, we will investigate the five frames of Active Listening (Rost and Wilson, 2013), with a particular emphasis on Top
Down and Bottom Up frames. Examples of listening tasks will be used throughout, along with tips and techniques of how to help
learners to improve their listening strategies and overcome difficulties that they face with listening. Supplementary activities
to encourage active listening in interaction, such as backchannelling and repair strategies, will also be introduced.
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Session 4: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 11:00 - 11:60

| to promote a positive and effective approach to students learning. Dr
ring important areas of learning including assessment tasks, students’

| also take a closer look into creating an inclusive assessment strategy, a
5 face, and give you a set of inclusive solutions for your learners.
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Session 5: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 13:00 - 13:50

2cent years. In the past, school leaders were primarily responsible for
er, in today’s world, school leaders are also responsible for addressing

e

ds of accountability, The need to innovate

This presentation will discuss each of these challenges in more detail and provide some tips for school leaders on how to
overcome these challenges in their own schools. In order to meet the challenges of 2023, schools need to be innovative. This
means that school leaders need to be willing to try new things and take risks. They also need to be able to think outside the box
and come up with new ways to improve student learning. School leaders need to create a culture of innovation in their schools.
They also need to provide teachers with the resources and support they need to be innovative.

This presentation will provide school leaders with the tools they need to address these challenges with confidence.
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Students’ use of t% = ‘while the opportunity to learn skills in school to cope with the “information
bombardment” is far%?o ‘requirec ata shows that 15-year-olds increasingly read online to fulfil information
needs (e.g. online news versus new e massive information flow that characterises the digital era demands that
readers be able to distinguish between fact and opinion, and learn strategies to detect biased information and malicious
content such as phishing emails or fake news.” (Suarez-Alvarez, J. (2021), “Are 15-year-olds prepared to deal with fake news
and misinformation?”, PISA in Focus, No. 113, OECD Publishing, Paris) The report suggests that “Education systems with a higher
proportion of students who were taught whether information is subjective or biased were more likely to distinguish fact from
opinion in the PISA reading assessment...”

In this regard, schools and teachers are more than ever expected to teach critical thinking skills to equip students with abilities
to question, criticize, analyze, and synthesize any kind of information presented to them. This, without any doubt, cannot be
achieved in classrooms in which the teacher is the only source of information, and students memorize all the information offered
to them to reproduce it in the exams. This presentation will explore student-centered teaching approaches and methodologies

that will foster critical thinking in an interactive classroom atmosphere.
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Session 5: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 13:00 - 13:50

;). English for years in the classroom setting, they are unconfident due

communication on their path to fluency. In this plenary, we will reflect on how we offer students communication opportunities
and then look at how we as teachers can boost learners’ confidence to becoming global communicators in the 21st century
by focusing on providing authentic language opportunities daily.
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Session 6: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 14:00 - 14:50

In our past school time, most of our teachers followed traditional methods of teaching; the teacher was the center of explaining
and doing all the talking and we were usually quiet and passive during classes. In contemporary period, it is crucial to realize
that this can’t be implemented with generation z and alpha who are active and don’t want to sit in classes silently for 40
minutes. Therefore, teachers must not follow completely the same methods their lecturers used because this kills students’
motivation, enthusiasm, and overall learning.

The seminar entitled, the impact of student-engagement on students’ performance, sheds light on the significance of involving
students in our classrooms. It is well noted by some researchers that increased amount of engagement by schools and
institutions will lead to significant positive impacts on students’ overall learning and outcomes. Another benefit of increased
level of engagement with the course content results in students’ better knowledge acquisition and general cognitive growth.
Last but not least, researchers found that it reduces the rate of K-12 dropouts. This seminar also focuses om the three dimensions
of student engagement which are behavioral, emotional, and cognitive engagement. Various means of involving students in
classroom will be explained which teachers can implement in their classrooms to improve student engagement. The matter
whether the curriculum must be changed to fit student engagement will be discussed as well.
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Session 6: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 14:00 - 14:50

ents of effective teacher professional development for the future classroom,
emphasizing the cr competence and role modelling. Teachers must possess technological
competence to integrate techn assrooms and equip students with vital skills for the future. Role modelling is
equally crucial, inspiring students to develop a passion for learning and the importance of ongoing learning and development.
This presentation emphasizes the significance of balancing traditional teaching methods with emerging technologies, setting
clear goals, and using appropriate tools for professional development. By integrating these elements, teachers can acquire
the necessary skills and competencies to prepare students for the challenges of the future.

This presentation fo\s
UCi

This presentation provides an opportunity for educators to exchange best practices and innovative strategies for professional
development, promoting collaboration and innovation in education. Through interactive discussion, participants can explore
new idedas and approaches to empower teachers for the future classroom.
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Session 6: | Time:
18 MAY 2023 | 14:00 - 14:50

Digital nativesisthe nam >gi 2rations because they were born with digital gadgets which occupy atremendous
part of their lives. however, they cat 2m some other problems like not being able to concentrate on the lessons. Especially
in traditional societies, teachers may develop some prejudices about these generations. They may be tended to associate this
problem with lack of intelligence, but in fact, these digital technologies cause them to develop attention deficit. Indicating the
core of the problem to the teachers may help them much to discern the problem.
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It is clear that time is running and our classical life has changed a lot. The educational system must parallel and keep up
with this new technological era. Otherwise, the value of education will decline and be unbeneficial; the education system will
collapse. Currently, the main challenge is how to overcome this change. Survival mustn't be for the strongest and smartest
but for those most adapted to this change. This adaptation in an era in which society had accustomed to many things for
decades becomes very difficult. It requires hard work together with all segments of society. However, the most difficult part
falls on educational institutions because they will determine the right direction. Otherwise, the future of education is ominous.
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Iraq is facing significant challenges related to water scarcity and climate change, making it crucial to educate the younger
generations on these issues. The education system needs to adopt new approaches and methods to satisfy the needs and
expectations of Generation Z and Alpha, who have access to vast amounts of informmation and are easily distracted.

This presentation will explore new teaching strategies that promote personalized learning, learner autonomy, and hands-
on activities, with a focus on climate and water education. The session will discuss the importance of incorporating real-life
competencies in the curriculum to help students understand the effects of climate change and water scarcity and encourage
them to take action to mitigate them.

Overall, the presentation will underscore the need for a shift in the education system towards more inclusive and sustainable
practices, with a focus on climate and water education. By doing so, we can equip the younger generation with the necessary
knowledge, skills, and values to address the challenges of the future, including those related to climate change and water
scarcity, and build a more resilient and sustainable Irag and region.
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The current and previous generations which are known as Alp
did it. Moreover, the ways they want to learn about different
the older generation used in their classes. To be frank, these twc om and self-
dependent than we had decades ago. An autonomous but creative ¢ wnership of their
learning while fostering creativity and critical thinking skills. <

Students should have the autonomy to choose what they want to learn and how they want to learn it. Teachers can offer

choices in assignments, topics, and learning goals to help students take ownership of their education. At last but not least,
feedback is essential for students to know how they are progressing and what they need to improve. Teachers can provide
feedback through regular assessments, one-on-one meetings, and peer evaluations. By following these steps, teachers can
create an autonomous but creative classroom that fosters critical thinking, creativity, and student ownership of learning.
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The seminar”Agreenfuture:empowering the Zgeneration with a knowle Istainability”
aims to provide a platform for debate on the challenges of climate ﬂ‘ Jl sustainability
among younger generations. In addition, the seminar will explore the img N t vironment and the
role of Generation Z in creating a greener future. Gain insight into sustainable practices such as rec g your carbon footprint,
promoting renewable energy and protecting biodiversity. The seminar will also highli e importance of raising awareness
of environmental issues and empowering Generation Z to be responsible stewards of the planet. Moreover, the seminar focuses
ontherole of college students in driving environmental change through initiatives such as campus sustainability programs and
green action. Explore how university students can become ambassadors of sustainable living and promote environmentally
responsible practices in their communities. The seminar also provides a platform for university students to participate in

discussions, network with experts in the field, and share experiences and ideas for building a greener future.
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Different generations of students have enrolled and graduated ’r
each new generation of students we teach requires different teach
educators have been using the same strategies despite what generatic o]
changes, this means that educators are not meeting students’ needs. Thus, it is f flec ind reevaluate teaching
methods to create the best learning environment for students. The newer ge on of students, Generation Z and Alphag,
have unique characteristics and expectations. Inclusive teaching requires teachers to recognize the experiences and abilities
of every student, embrace the idea that each student’s learning capacity is open-ended, and be open to diversity. Right now,
our Generation Z and Alpha students present a unique set of challenges for educators. They are even more diverse than the
previous ones. In addition to their racial and ethnic makeup, they also differ in work behaviors, shaped by values and economic
circumstances, very different from those of the generations that preceded them. To reach them teachers must be empowered
agents of change, with values, knowledge, and attitudes that permit every student to succeed.
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The four C’s of 2Ist century include creativity, critical thinking, comn - are four themes
that are not to be understood as modules, but as themes that s mapping and
strategic planning. They must become part of every module similar literac ns thinking through
information in new and creative ways, establishing new connections and comin ve and creative solutions to

the challenges and problems encountered. Critical thinking, on the other hand, refers to analysing information and critiquing
claims put forward. Moreover, communication is understanding things well enough to share them clearly with other people.
Finally, collaboration is related teamwork and the collective intelligence of a group that is more than the sum of its parts.
Within these four areas, there are other skills that are important as well, for instance ‘Entrepreneurship’ can be considered a
skill of its own. Inquiry and problem solving are crucial.

To sum up, education needs to be all about empowering students with transferable skills that will hold up to a rapidly changing
world, not prescribed content that has been chosen for its past relevance. Teachers in the 21st century must know who are they
dealing with, what are the characteristics of ‘techzines’ so that we find a common ground for learning to be meaningful.
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The mental health of students has been a growing concern in recent years, ¢ or ration Z students who face
unique challenges such as social media, academic pressure, and political and social issues. To address these concerns, mental
health services and programs in schools have become increasingly important to support the mental well-being of students.
One reason why mental health services and programs are crucial in schools is that they provide early intervention and support
for students who may be experiencing mental health challenges. By having access to counselors and therapists on campus,
students can receive timely and effective treatment that can prevent more serious mental health issues from developing.
Additionally, mental health services and programs can also help to reduce the stigmna around mental health and promote a
culture of openness and understanding. When students see mental health being addressed and prioritized in their schools,
they are more likely to feel comfortable seeking help for themselves or supporting their peers who may be struggling.

Finally, mental health services and programs can also promote academic success. Students who are experiencing mental
health challenges are more likely to struggle academically, and having access to mental health support can help them to
manage their symptoms and focus on their studies.
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